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DETAILED ACTION 



To preface, the examiner would like to note that this application has a variety of 
solemn issues that need to be corrected and/or resolved for proper examination. The 
application is saturated with an assortment of grammatical, formatting, and overall 
discontinuities and irregularities that are not proper for a patent application. 
Consequently, the examiner, to the best of his ability, has made the attempt to examine 
the claimed invention as thorough as possible. Examiner recognizes the applicant's 
profound desire for a patent, but applicant must understand that major flaws such as 
those presented and described below must be addressed accordingly. 

To continue, an examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar 
with patent prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, 
lack of skill in this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for 
the invention disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered 
patent attorney or agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is 
largely dependent upon skilled preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in 
selecting an attorney or agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication 
is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. 



Application/Control Number: 10/679,465 
Art Unit: 3677 



Page 3 



Status of Claims 
[11 Claim 1 is pending. 

Drawings 

[2] The informal drawings are not of sufficient quality to permit examination. 
Accordingly, replacement drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to this Office action. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"ReplacementSheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The replacement sheets should also be sure to include Figure numbers such 
as: Fig. 1, and so forth; equally described in the specification. 

Applicant is given a TWO MONTH time period to submit new drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.81. Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions 
of 37 CFR 1.136(a). Failure to timely submit replacement drawing sheets will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application. 

Specification 

[3] The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
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The abstract should remain on technical grounds, as rhetorical questions and 
answers should not be included. The abstract should focus on an exact structural and 
technical review of the claimed invention providing an individual with a concise 
summary of the major technical and structural aspects of the claimed invention. That is, 
dismiss discussing the "why" of the invention, but rather, state, "what." -What," that is, 
defining the unique and novel technical aspects of the claimed invention. Also, the 
abstract should remain free of both grammar and formatting issues. Please read and 
note below. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

abstract should mention by way of example the V*JS%SSZ£i^ 

i*\ jx ™ e ! e a PP |ica ble, the abstract should include the following- 
1 if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation- 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use- 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 



1 
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disclosCre P ' iCant " mt *** * Pr0per ' angUage and format for an abstract * the 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a sinale 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 woTds t is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for Thi bet 

Xn u~7 Ut VV , USed by the printer is ,imited - The form and legal phraseS 
often used ,n patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readS hdeSinq whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 9 

given inJhe'wif'lfln^H^ ^ C ° ndSe and should not re P eat inf °™«°n 

g ven in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied such as "The 

Sre™^ diSC,0SUre defined by this invention ' The dSosure 



[4] The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The format of the disclosure provided is prone with irregularities in what should 
be the proper structure of a disclosure. Please follow the template as described as 
below, as the content of Specification should provide a cohesive, continuous format. 
For example, a major part of the specification should include a thorough detailed 
description of the claimed invention, including a more detailed explanation of each part 
of the figures, with the labels actually being described more profoundly in the 
specification. This is a pertinent aspect that needs to be addressed for proper 
examination. Please read and note below. 



(a) 



Content of Specification 

Title of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1 .72(a) and MPEP § 606. The title of 
the invent.on should be placed at the top of the first page of the 

iw ?? ""I 6 * S ^ Wle iS Pr0vided in an application data sheet. The 
title of the invention should be brief but technically accurate and 
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SSSSSJSSE^ from ^ t0 seven words may not contain m - 

(b) g r ° u S rf, eferef1CeS t0 Related ^B ilSations: See 37 CFR 1.78 and MPEP. 

(C) Federa "V SponsnfHl Research and rwn pm ^. 

(d) ln ^yoration-Bv-Referenc e Of M^n* Q ubm i tted p n , Comjjact Disc; 
The specification is required to include an incorporation-by-re ference of 
electronic documents that are to become part of the permanent Unfed 
States Patent and Trademark Office records in the file of a patent 
application See 37 CFR 1.52(e) and MPEP § 608.05. Computer 
program listings (37 CFR 1.96(c)), "Sequence Listings" (37 CFR 821(c)) 

dolm Jnf« haV,ng m ° r !i han 50 pages of text were Pitted as electron c 
documents on compact discs beginning on September 8, 2000. 

mSE!^' R f f f e " ce a "Microfiche AnnPnHiv--- see MPEP § 
March 1 200^ A PP end ^" were accepted by the Office until 

(6) Background of the Invention- See MPEP § 608.01 (c) The SDecifieatinn 
should set forth the Background of the Invention inSo part? 

- (1 ) Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art to which the 

Z e a n n 0 . n P Tn S o ThiS Statement include a Paraphrasing of 
^eappi cable U.S. patent classification definitions of the subject 

Tecrnicame'd ^ inVenti ° n ' ThiS ^ a ' S ° be titled 

(2) r c? f ti i n D7°ll h .? S^gg A l in r:"I dinn infnr ™ tion disdn - H iinH - 

111 ~ t 2 d , 37 CFR ^ A description of the related art 

^J 0 rl^T l f a V nd including ' if a PP"'<*ble, references to 
specific re ated art and problems involved in the prior art which are 

5^S?w^ invention - This item may a,so be ^ d 

(f) or^eneTs^ ?* MPEP § 60801 < d >- A brief 

or general statement of the invention as set forth in 37 CFR 1 73 The 

summary is separate and distinct from the abstract and is directed toward 

nITr h " f f 6 V han the diSCl0Sure as a whole - The summary may 
point ou the advantages of the invention or how it solves problems 
previously ex.stent in the prior art (and preferably indicated n the 
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Background of the Invention). In chemical cases it should point out in 

S!T S th r ti,ity ° f the inV6nti0n - ,f P° ssib,e - the n ^u e and g ist of 
the invention or the inventive concept should be set forth Objects of he 

contt? S , h0U ' d b !, treated briefly and only t0 the e *e<* that thef ° f 
contribute to an understanding of the invention 

(9) , niun^y 10 " ° f the S everal Vi ft w s " "he Dr^n^ y See MPEP § 
forth in ( ? 7 CFR brief descri P l 'on of the drawing(s) as set 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invpntinn- g QQ MPFP § m Qu > . 

description of the preferred embodiment(s) of the invention as required in 
nL 7 he descr, Pt'°n should be as short and specific as is 

Jetll^ SCnb ! th , B inVenti0n adequately and accurately. Where 
ninufn , 9r °^ PS ° f elementSl com P° un ds, and processes/which are 
n5 nal H a : d ? enera " y Widely known in t^ field of the invention 
described and their exact nature or type is not necessary for an 

«hn,!.H tand ^9 and u u se of the invention by a person skilled in the art they 
should not be descnbed in detail. However, where particularly V 
complicated subject matter is involved or where the elements 
compounds, or processes may not be commonly or widely known in the 
SSlS? Spec ' ficat, ° n shou| d refer to another patent or readily ava labte 
publication wh,ch adequately describes the subject matter. 

(') Claim or Claims : See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP § 608.01(m) The claim or 

f™ 8 ' WH mmenC ! ° n S6parate Sh6et ° r e ' ectronic Page (37 S " 
1.52(b)(3)). Where a claim sets forth a plurality of elements or steos each 

TheTe 6 ! 0 : hl eP |° f ! r ^ ^ be * a "™llnSn 

Sated steos tZSfiZZ^ ^ b | r D Segre 9 ate ^combinations or 
reiaxea steps. See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP § 608.01 (i)-(p). 

dfecS^^ yig : See , MPEP § 608 01 ^- A brief narr a«ve of the 
disclosure as a whole in a single paragraph of 150 words or less 

commencing on a separate sheet following the claims. In an international 

app cation which has entered the national stage (37 CFR TaSvS) the 

applicant need not submit an abstract commencing on a separate shle" if 

m^^SS^T ^ intemati0nal a PP |ica «on under PCT ' 

T, u 1'u abstract ^at appears on the cover page of the oamDhlet 
KSS^n* ^ ,n t temation a' Bureau (IB) of the Vvorld Into SSST 

GBS SS5?,ffi{f abstract that wi " be — b V ^ 

Sequence Listinq , See 37 CFR 1.821-1.825 and MPEP §§ 2421-2431 
The requirement for a sequence listing applies to all sequences disclosed 



0) 



(k) 



Application/Control Number: 10/679,465 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3677 ' 2 

in a given application, whether the sequences are claimed or not See 
MPEP§ 2421.02. 



[5] 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, requires the specification to be written in "full, 
clear, concise, and exact terms." The specification is replete with terms which are not 
clear, concise and exact. The specification should be revised carefully in order to 
comply with 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. Examples of some unclear, inexact or 
verbose terms used in the specification are: grammatical and formatting issues are 
saturated throughout the entire application. One only needs to start reading to see the 
errors. Major corrections are required throughout the entire application. 

Claim Objections 

[6] Claim 1 objected to because of the following informalities: 

Widespread grammatical and formatting issues. Also, it is important that the 
claim does not focus on the intended use of the claimed invention; as such statements 
do not further limit the claimed invention. Claim should also be properly numbered, that 
is, preface the claim presented with a number preceding it. In the instant case, the 
claim would be preceded with the number one (1). Please read below. 



Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
[7] Claim 1 is rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
manner as to present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one 
sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. 



[8] 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



[9] Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gasper, US 
5,848,493. 
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Gasper teaches of an apparatus for attaching a flower to Christmas tree. 
As for Claim 1 , Gasper discloses an apparatus as follows: 
A vase (18 in Fig. 2) which holds and covers the stem of a boutonniere or a 
corsage, that has a clasping pin on the back of the vase (26 in Fig. 2), with a round 
Plastic insert at the top of the vase (12, 14 in Fig. 2) to secure the flower in the vase. 

The following part of the claimed invention is referred to as intended use, 
whereas the statements do not further limit the structure of the claimed invention, and 
thus are not considered. 

It has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed 



"Including but not limited to the attached frontal, custom designed face of several 
different designs for all occasions. The face of the vase can be anything from wings, to 
high school logos college logos; hearts diamonds squares circles squares moons, stars, 
and the American flag giving the utility several faces. The face can be plain or engraved 
and set with precious gemstones or even faces of remembrance. The utility of the vase 
Pin and plastic insert with attached custom face is unique. For it replaces an ordinary 
stickpin. The invention creates security for the flower it holds and gives the wearer 
security and a keepsake of the event it is used for." Simple to manufacture, easy to 
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wear and creates a jeweled elegance for the flower with a symbol of the occasion. It a 
simple classic vase pin holder. Simply a Fedora for a boutonniere or a corsage." 

Conclusion 

[1 0] Principally, the examiner suggests that the applicant implore the services of a 
registered attorney or agent to help with the prosecution of the current claimed 
invention. If the applicant, however, feels as though they would prefer to continue as a 
pro se, the examiner suggests that the applicant spend time going over the proper 
grammar and formatting requirements that a proper application should encompass, so 
that the prosecution may continue more efficiently. 

[1 1] The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited further to show the state of the art with respect to 
this particular type of apparatus; as well as their extreme relevance to the current 
application: Shulkin, 3,982,303; Hegamin, 1,379,340; Littlehale, 30,653; Alland, 
1,732,213; Huck, 2,486,848; Marston, 522,910; Buchan, 742,832; Fulper, 1,678,810. 

[1 2] Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David C. Reese whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4805. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 5:00 pm M-Th, and every 
other Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J.J. Swann can be reached on (703) 306-41 1 5. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sincerely, 
David Reese 

Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 
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